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PASTORôS DESK  
 
 

 
 

ñHear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.ò Deuteronomy 6:4 
 
At the beginning of each Steering Committee we repeat four statements that guide 
our relationship with each other as leaders and the first one is ñWe agree to listen 
with the intent to understandò.  It is important that we, as leaders, develop the      
capacity to listen to the thoughts and concerns of others as we make important   
decisions about the life of our church.  We need to listen to the thoughts and     
concerns of our congregation to make sure our decisions will improve the health of 
our mission and ministry.  On a personal level, listening is one of the greatest gifts a 
person can give to someone else.  A person feels either affirmed or ignored based 
upon feeling that someone else has listened to them as they expressed them-
selves, their thoughts, feelings, hurts or joys. 
 
So often, our ability to listen is limited because we are pre-occupied with              
formulating our response to what the person is saying.  It is more important for us to 
win the argument or get our point across than to understand the thoughts or           
feelings of the person speaking.   
 
This is why our statement says to ñlisten with the intent to understandò.  Our           
listening should not be hindered by being pre-occupied with formulating our         
response but should be guided with the goal of understanding what the person is 
trying to say.  Our goal needs to be honoring the person by truly listening with the 
intention of understanding.  If we donôt fully understand then we can ask questions 
that will help us comprehend more fully the ideas they are trying to communicate.  
We may not agree with what the person is saying but we need to clearly              
understand them in order to offer our thoughts.  How often do people look foolish 
as they offer a counter argument that doesnôt relate to what the person is saying 
because they didnôt listen fully. 
 
James, in his letter, says: ñlet everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; for your anger does not produce Godôs righteousnessò. (James 1:19-20)  In 
the book, ñWay of Loveò by Norman Wirzba, the author talks about being in loving 
relationship with others and that our love encourages us to see others as precious 
gifts to be treasured.  We can do this most effectively as we listen to each other, 
taking the time to focus on what they are saying so we can understand what they 
may need as our response.  All of our relationships would be deepened and         
improved if we did. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jim 



 
 
 
 

Pastor Jimôs Messages 
 
 

MARCH, 2018 
 Worship Services   

 
 

WAY OF LOVE 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 4:   The Fall or When We Fail to Love 
Genesis 3:1-13 

 

Sunday, March 11:  Redemption:  When Love Goes  
                   to Work  
Matthew 4:18-22; 10:1-4  

 

Sunday, March 18:  Heaven:  When Love is All in All  
Revelation 21:1-5 

 

Sunday, March 25:   Sacrifice  
Philippians 2:5-11 

 

Thursday, March 29:   Love Makes the Way  
Mark 15:33-41                                                   
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ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ 
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му WƻǎƘǳŀ м-нΤ tǎŀƭƳ отΤ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ о  
мф WƻǎƘǳŀ о-сΤ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ п  
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нт WǳŘƎŜǎ м-оΤ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мн  
ну WǳŘƎŜǎ п-рΤ tǎŀƭƳǎ офΣ пмΤ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мо  
нф WǳŘƎŜǎ с-тΤ tǎŀƭƳ рнΤ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мп  
ол WǳŘƎŜǎ уΤ tǎŀƭƳ пнΤ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мр  
ом WǳŘƎŜǎ ф-млΤ tǎŀƭƳ пфΤ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мс  

¢ƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ǘƻΥ  ōƛōƭŜƎŀǘŜǿŀȅΦŎƻƳ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ  ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ 
ƛŎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ 



Dear Fellow Congregation Members, 

 

          Lent is traditionally a season of fasting and prayer.  During this time,      
Christians pay close attention to spiritual disciplines that deepen our understanding 
of what God is doing in our lives and in the world.  As a church, we are able to 
spend time together hearing about and praying for the ministries of compassion 
and justice done through our support of One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 

          Jesusô ministry was among those who were most vulnerable.  He preached 
good news to the poor and release to the captives.  One Great Hour of Sharing 
helps each of us to share this same good news to those same vulnerable people in 
our world today: 

Those who are hungry; who are suffering from disaster; who are dealing with      
oppression in society. 

 

          Every gift made in this offering will meet the needs of people in great need.  
Their stories will help us to see the face of those whose lives have been changed 
by our gifts; but they are only a few of the thousands and thousands of people 
served in this important ministry.  Iôd like to invite you to share your gifts with those 
who are without. 

 

          Iôd also like you to know your support of One Great Hour of Sharing helps 
people all over the world; and ask you to offer prayers for the projects and people 
who receive them.  Relatively small changes in our lifestyle can allow each one of 
us to increase gifts, which will make a huge difference in the lives of our sisters and 
brothers. 

 

          That brings me to the challenge, which also relates to our support of One 
Great Hour of Sharing.  While we trust our One Great Hour of Sharing        
programs to respond to the needs of our poorest and hungriest neighbors, those 
programs can only do so to the extent of our generosity.  I challenge each of you to 
give strong and prayerful consideration to this offering ï youôll see how giving 
opens your heart to Godôs work in your own life.   

 

          In closing, I hope that youôll join with Christians all across the country in 
opening their hearts to witness tangibly to the abundant love of God through the 
One Great Hour of Sharing.  Your gift can be given the month of March with 
the collection dayðSunday, March 18th as One Great Hour of Sharing day. 

 

Yours in the love and grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

     

Allan Campbell, Stewardship Ministry Leader 



 
 
 
The Potluck to honor 
Nancy Parlasca is on 
Sunday, March 18

th
 

right after church.  She will be moving permanently to 
her northern home at the end of the month.  We        
extend well wishes to her here as she packs up and on 
her way to her home.  Then of course, our hopes for 
her and her extended family much  happiness and 
good health.  Nancy has been a very important part of 
LHCC over the years and she has made a difference 
as Treasurer.   
 
Food items for the Potluck should be entrees, salads, 
vegetables and fruits to share with your church family.  
A sign up can be found in the Narthex. 
 

Once again, would say we will miss you! 

Maundy Thursday Potluck at 
6:30p on Thursday, the 29th.  
Bring a covered dish to share 
with your friends.  A sign up 
can be found in the Narthex. 

The Steering Committee would like to announce the 
new Treasurer as Nancy Parlasca leaves.  Her name is 
Christina Nancarrow.  She will be installed on Sunday, 
March 4

th
 at the Worship Service.  Welcome! 



    

Easter Egg Extravaganza! 

Join us for Longwood Hills Congregational Church's 
annual Easter Egg Extravaganza! We will have 
crafts, games, face painting, petting zoo, pony 
rides, food, and picture opportunities with the 

Easter Bunny. 
 

Saturday, March 31  
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm  

Egg hunt at 3:00 pm. 

1255 E.E. Williamson Rd, Longwood  
407-332-8253 

 
Follow us on facebook 

facebook.com/longwoodhillschurch 

  



March 11th  

Rob Bell Movie - Come and listen to Rob Bell 
explain how Godôs love became material about          
14 billion years ago and infuses everything.  His       
explanation supports the thoughts of Dr. Norman    
Wirzba expresses in the book we are studying           
together this Lent called, ñWay of Loveò.  The             
presentation begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary on 
Friday, March 2.   

                                                      Join us! 
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Do you have favorite recipes youôd like to share?  Weôd like to do 
a LHCC ñfamilyò cookbook and include as many recipes as you would like to share. 
If we can gather enough recipes to make a nice book, weôll possibly be able to raise 
a little money for the church.  Our potlucks have proven that we have some very 
good cooks in our congregation.   

 

Please e-mail (if you can) your recipes to pearlswartz@cfl.rr.com    

E-mails will make putting the book together much easier.  

 

BUT, if you cannot e-mail them, simply write them out and give them to Pearl in 
church.  We still want your recipes.  If you have a little story to go with the recipe, 
thatôs fun too.    

 

Be sure to include your name (which will be included in the book, as well as your 
phone number in case we have questions as we put the book together.  The more 
recipes we collect, the better the book will be.  Questions, feel free to call Pearl at 
(407) 869-8781 

Recipe Thoughts 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

MARCH 31 2-4p  Egg Hunt at 3p 

The Easter Egg Extravaganza takes planning and 

your assistance is needed.  The contact person is Shelly 

Rose faithformation@longwoodhillschurch.org or call 

her at 407-690-4424 to volunteer.   

Shelly will be making announcements in church.  

  

mailto:pearlswartz@cfl.rr.com


WORKDAY  Saturday, March 17th 8a-Noon 

Preparing the way for our community to be welcomed onto 

the Church grounds and perhaps in our Sanctuary.  This 

month has many things happeningðto name a fewðwith 

the Rob Bell movie (Friday, the 2nd), a Potluck (Sunday, 

the 18th honoring Faithful Service by Nancy Parlasca), a bit 

of the Irish (Saturday, the 17th), the American Cancer  

Rummage Sale (Friday, the 23rd and Saturday, the 24th), 

and our Annual Easter Egg Extravaganza (Saturday, the 

31st).  Lets not forget Holy Week (Potluck on Maundy 

Thursday, the 29th) which leads us to Easter.  Most all of 

these events bring the public onto our church grounds so 

let us spruce up and shine with the assistance on the  

Workday.  A sign up will be in the Narthex for you to view to  

attach your name to different tasks.  So if you canôt make 

the scheduled Saturday perhaps you can come on your 

own time schedule. 

t9wI!t{  

²Ŝ ƎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ  

ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΧ 

{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ 

Building and Grounds MinistryñAaron Holland  



 

Welcome to AmazonSmile! 
Thank you for supporting Longwood Hills Congregational 

Church . 
 

Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com 

and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases. 
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ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƎƛƊΦ   Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2597930 

and Amazon donates to Longwood Hills                     

Congregational Church.  

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=10OSW8OQSQ4LN&K=24E8NVE66Z1E6&M=urn:rtn:msg:20171122143116d70550c55505483c8820de607b80p0na&R=134EYTJ990G17&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F59-2597930&H=AS3MGUQD0LB4REA95VEMXYGIZJOA


{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ bŜǿǎ 
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/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  

!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ        

aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ ǘǿƻ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ        

aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀũ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

ƻŶŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ млл  

ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛǎ ϷмрΦлл ǇŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦ  {ƻ 

ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ 

ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ϷмрΦллΣ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ϷолΦлл ŜǘŎΦ  hǳǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

ȅŜŀǊōƻƻƪ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ фл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ        

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ ϷмΣорлΦллΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƳŀƪŜ 

ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ  

ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ όƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǝƳŜύ ōȅ ǇǳǩƴƎ ŀ 

ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

tŜǊ-/ŀǇƛǘŀΦ  !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀƭŦ Ƙŀǎ 

ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 

 



 

aŜŀƭ hƴ ²ƘŜŜƭϥǎ   a-C уΥолŀ - мǇ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ 
ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴ Ƙƻǘ ƳŜŀƭǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴǎ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅΦ  aŀƴȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

I![h{   IŜŀƭƛƴƎ !ƊŜǊ ŀ [ƻǾŜŘ hƴŜ�[ǎ {ǳƛŎƛŘŜ                    

aŀǊȅ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŜǘǎ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ ŀƴŘ пǘƘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  

сΥолǇ-уǇΦ 

{¸!  {ŜƳƛƴƻƭŜ ƻ̧ǳǘƘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ   aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ƭŀȅƳŀƪŜǊΣ aIw ƛǎ 

ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ {ŜƳƛƴƻƭŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ 

ǎŀŦŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ [D.¢v ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ сǇ-уǇΦ 

a!¢¢I9² нрΥ  aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ LƴŎΦ                               

/ƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ ŜƳǇǘȅ Ǉƛƭƭ ōƻǧƭŜǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜπ

ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ  ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻǧƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅΦ  !ƭǎƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 

ŘŜŦǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƛƴ  ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ  

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ  ŀ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƭŜǎΦ  ¢I!bY{ Η 


