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Pastor's Paragraphs
BY PASTOR STEPHANIE SALINAS

Who knows? Perhaps you were created for just this time and place.
That’s a rough translation of Esther 4:14. Queen Esther faced difficulty bravely,

This Month
IMPACT THEATER
CRAFT DAY. MAR. 5TH

wisely, and creatively. She faced unexpected and unprecedented circumstances
and met them with the knowledge that God was with her. What’s more, Esther
met her challenges with the belief that she was created for just those
circumstances.

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY. MAR.
8TH

It is easy for us, when faced with challenges we didn’t expect, to look on them
as unpleasant diversions, rather than seeing them as part of our planned
journey. Yet the bible is clear that God has our paths laid out, and that each
thing we face is something God already knows of. This means that no matter
what, God is prepared to handle whatever we face, and is ready for us to call on
God for help.
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This also means that God has prepared us to help one another and others in
the world. God has given us exactly what we need to be God’s people, here and
now. God is empowering us, guiding us, and calling us. So, no matter what, we
are prepared to meet the challenge.

STEERING COMMITTEE
MTG MAR. 16TH

This Lenten season, let us listen, together, to God’s call. Let us offer ourselves
to God for empowerment. And let us know that we have been created for just
this moment in time. Together.
Called, With You,

ONE GREAT HOUR OF
SHARING OFFERING
MAR.27TH
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PLAN AHEAD AND SAVE THE DATE
FOR THESE COMING SPECIAL

Palm Sunday & Communion, April 10,
10am

SERVICES IN OUR CHURCH.

Drama Sunday, Jungle Book Kids, March
27, 10am
Drama Sunday, Into the Woods, April 3,
10am

Maundy Thursday worship: April 14, 7pm

Early Easter worship: April 16, 7am. Please
bring a folding chair and dress for outdoors.
If possible, please bring a smart phone
which takes pictures. If weather is poor we’ll
move into the sanctuary.

Palm Sunday & Communion, April 10,
10am

Easter worship: April 16, 10am.

TIME & TALENTS SURVEY
As a congregational church with a part-time Pastor, it is critical that members of the
congregation contribute their time and talents to keeping the church running properly.
From leadership roles like the Steering Committee or participating on a ministry team, to
helping as a greeter, or helping with our garden or just participating in a clean-up day, you
can make a difference! NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!

Please participate in our Time & Talents Survey and thoughtfully consider how you
might serve the church, we only ask you to complete the survey located in Church's
Narthex or do it online, using the following link: https://forms.gle/m9nfhqjgCHtKqei16
If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the office by email or phone.
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he People Empowerment Fund of the Florida Conference was established to fund
programs or events that support justice advocacy for under-represented and historically
marginalized groups.
This year, the Conference offered a $1000 grant to churches in good standing with the
conference that remitted 2021 per capita dues. Thanks to these congregations for their
witness in the cause of justice. Brief descriptions of their proposals follow and you are
encouraged to reach out to them directly when their project meets your passion.
Since we have been unable to celebrate birthdays

Congregational by
UCC,
Sarasota
gathering
n the Fellowship Hall with cake, we

want to send out hearty Birthday Wishes to those
who
celebrate birthdays
this month:
The target population for this project is people with
disabilities
and their
families and lower
income children and their families. To provide online activities and support resources for
people with disabilities and their families as part of our Messy Church Ministry. We are a
2 Craig T.resources
White
member of Messy Church (USA). 2. To support creationMar.
of printed
to help support
Mar.
3
Carolyn
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people with disabilities and their families in partnership with the Ray of Hope Network - a
Mar. 5 Sarah
Burman
local parent created faith based ecumenical organization.
3. To
help fund an in-person
Mar.
10 Janet
Tucker
& Leonard
Wynn
Messy Church outdoor event in partnership with
our
Mission
Partner
the
Kid's Club Child
Mar. 15
Lindaoriginally
Wagoner
Developmental Center of Bradenton. The Kid's Club
was
founded by our
Mar.25
Susan
Ioder
congregation and serves lower income children and their families. (from the grant
Mar. 28 Carol Grove, Debbie Dorsette &
application)
Raymond Bartell

Lakewood UCC, St. Petersburg
“In conversations about a project that would require funding, we thought about the local
elementary school with which we have a relationship. This was a failing school and it came
to our attention that there were over 80 children who are ‘unhoused’ in the student body.
We have been working with the school providing uniforms and other things for the students
for several years. Given that relationship, in terms of promoting anti-racism, the church
approached the school about providing age appropriate books for each classroom that
promote anti-racism. The school was very receptive and has provided a list of books that
they would like to purchase for each classroom. Any books left over would be placed in the
school library. The church intends to put a book plate in each of the books purchased noting
that the book was a gift from Lakewood United Church of Christ and other pertinent
information” (from the grant application)
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Longwood Hills UCC
After a covid-necessary hiatus, Longwood Hills Congregational Church is resuming Impact
Theater, a theater camp for grades k-12 in the greater Longwood community. Impact
Theater provides instruction in theater and music and the opportunity to perform. Values
taught include: teamwork, time management, mutual respect, self-confidence, inclusion,
and healthy body awareness. We strive to have cast and crew mirror the community from
which we draw. Approximately 40% of participants are ethnic or gender minorities. We
also make accommodations for any disability a participant presents. The goal is for any
child who desires to participate to have a place on the stage. (from the grant application)

Spring Hill UCC
Since we have been unable to celebrate birthdays

SHUCC is partnering with Migrant Farmworker's
Self-Help
and will Hall
be providing
by gathering
n the Fellowship
with cake, wemonthly
youth and family programs in the Migrant Farmworker
Community.
Beginning
in February
want to send out
hearty Birthday
Wishes to those
we will provide family friendly programming and support
for
this
community,
providing
a
who celebrate birthdays this month:
safe place for community members to gather. We will be working to repair some of the
broken playground and sports equipment as well. We will also be providing food for their
food pantry on a monthly basis. (from the grant application)

You may now make donations to the church using
Zelle®. Through your own bank’s online banking,
send money through Zelle® and donate using the
email office@longwoodhillschurch.org. Please use the
memo section to list your name and any special
donation designations. It's easy, fast, secure and
there's no additional fees for using this option. Save
time and make your instant donation!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!

Since we have been unable to celebrate
birthdays by gathering n the Fellowship Hall
with cake, we want to send out hearty
Birthday Wishes to those who celebrate
birthdays this month:
Mar. 2 Craig T. White
Mar. 3 Carolyn Henrdon
Mar. 5 Sarah Burman
Mar. 10 Janet Tucker & Leonard Wynn
Mar. 15 Linda Wagoner
Mar.25 Susan Ioder
Mar. 28 Carol Grove, Debbie Dorsette &
Raymond Bartell

Reminder: If you are unable to make it to our Sunday service in person, you can always
watch from home on the Longwood Hills Church Facebook page each Sunday at 10am. You
can also view previous worship services on our Facebook page anytime. Check it out and
then tell a friend to join us!

.....until next month...blessings to you and yours
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